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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serv., Interior § 27.81

Subpart E—Disturbing Violations: 
Against Plants and Animals

§ 27.51 Disturbing, injuring, and dam-
aging plants and animals. 

(a) Disturbing, injuring, spearing, 
poisoning, destroying, collecting or at-
tempting to disturb, injure, spear, poi-
son, destroy or collect any plant or 
animal on any national wildlife refuge 
is prohibited except by special permit 
unless otherwise permitted under this 
subchapter C. 

(b) [Reserved]

§ 27.52 Introduction of plants and ani-
mals. 

Plants and animals or their parts 
taken elsewhere shall not be intro-
duced, liberated, or placed on any na-
tional wildlife refuge except as author-
ized.

Subpart F—Disturbing Violations: 
Against Nonwildlife Property

§ 27.61 Destruction or removal of prop-
erty. 

The destruction, injury, defacement, 
disturbance, or the unauthorized re-
moval of any public property including 
natural objects or private property on 
or from any national wildlife refuge is 
prohibited.

§ 27.62 Search for and removal of ob-
jects of antiquity. 

No person shall search for or remove 
from national wildlife refuges objects 
of antiquity except as may be author-
ized by 43 CFR part 3.

§ 27.63 Search for and removal of 
other valued objects. 

(a) No person shall search for buried 
treasure, treasure trove, valuable semi-
precious rocks, stones, or mineral 
specimens on national wildlife refuges 
unless authorized by permit or by pro-
vision of this subchapter C. 

(b) Permits are required for archeo-
logical studies on national wildlife ref-
uges in accordance with the provisions 
of this subchapter C.

§ 27.64 Prospecting and mining. 
Prospecting, locating, or filing min-

ing claims on national wildlife refuges 

is prohibited unless otherwise provided 
by law. See § 29.31 for provisions con-
cerning mineral leasing. 

[41 FR 9168, Mar. 3, 1976, as amended at 44 FR 
42976, July 23, 1979]

§ 27.65 Tampering with vehicles and 
equipment. 

Tampering with, entering, or start-
ing any motor vehicle, boat, equipment 
or machinery or attempting to tamper 
with, enter, or start any motor vehicle, 
boat, equipment or machinery on any 
national wildlife refuge without proper 
authorization is prohibited.

Subpart G—Disturbing Violations: 
Light and Sound Equipment

§ 27.71 Motion or sound pictures. 

The taking or filming of any motion 
or sound pictures on a national wildlife 
refuge for subsequent commercial use 
is prohibited except as may be author-
ized under the provisions of 43 CFR 
part 5.

§ 27.72 Audio equipment. 

The operation or use of audio devices 
including radios, recording and play-
back devices, loudspeakers, television 
sets, public address systems and musi-
cal instruments so as to cause unrea-
sonable disturbance to others in the vi-
cinity is prohibited.

§ 27.73 Artificial lights. 

No unauthorized person shall use or 
direct the rays of a spotlight or other 
artificial light, or automotive head-
lights for the purpose of spotting, lo-
cating, or taking any animal within 
the boundaries of any national wildlife 
refuge or along rights-of-way for public 
or private roads within a national wild-
life refuge.

Subpart H—Disturbing Violations: 
Personal Conduct

§ 27.81 Alcoholic beverages. 
Entering or remaining in any na-

tional wildlife refuge when under the 
influence of alcohol, to a degree that 
may endanger oneself or other persons 
or property or unreasonably annoy per-
sons in the vicinity, is prohibited.
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